Da: "Kimberly C. Walford" <kimberly.walford@powerlifting.sport>
Data: 2 novembre 2026 alle ore 21:40:11 CET
A: Sigurjon Petursson <sigurjon.petursson@powerlifting.sport>, Dietmar Wolf <Dietmar.wolf@powerlifting.sport>, Detlev Albrings <detlev.albrings@powerlifting.sport>, Robert Keller <robert.keller@powerlifting.sport>, "Kimberly C. Walford" <kimberly.walford@powerlifting.sport>
Oggetto: Friendly Reminder – IPF Membership Eligibility, Athlete and Official Transfers, and Member Nation Responsibilities.
﻿
Dear IPF Member Nation Officials,

We would like to take this opportunity to provide a friendly reminder regarding the IPF By-Laws governing individual membership, athlete and official transfers, and the responsibilities of Member Nations in maintaining compliance with these requirements.
We recognize and appreciate the important role each Member Nation plays in administering membership, supporting athletes and officials, and maintaining the integrity of our sport.
The purpose of this communication is to provide clarification on existing IPF requirements and share practical recommendations that may assist Member Nations in strengthening their membership and eligibility procedures.

1. Single Federation Membership – IPF By-Laws 14.9.3 and 14.10
Pursuant to IPF By-Law 14.9.3, athletes may only hold membership in one IPF National Member Federation at a time. Similarly, IPF By-Law 14.10 establishes that coaches, referees, and other officials may only hold membership in one National Member Federation at a time. These provisions are intended to prevent conflicts of interest, preserve the integrity of national representation, and ensure that anti-doping requirements are consistently respected. While officials may assist another Member Nation under the conditions established in IPF By-Law 14.10, such assistance does not constitute a transfer of federation membership or authorize dual membership. Additionally, each official’s Member Nation must nominate that official  (to include coach or assistant coach) for each respective IPF calendar event they permit them to assist another Member Nation.

2. Mandatory IPF Transfer Approval – IPF By-Laws 14.9.5 and 14.10
Any athlete or official seeking to transfer membership eligibility from one IPF Member Nation to another must complete the official IPF Transfer to Another IPF Federation process.
This process requires:
· Initiation of the transfer through the current National Member Federation.
· Acceptance of the proposed transfer by the receiving National Member Federation through the official IPF Transfer Form.
· Final review and approval by the IPF Executive Committee (EC).

We respectfully remind Member Nations that completion and submission of the IPF Transfer Form by both federations does not constitute final approval of the transfer. Until the IPF EC has formally approved the request, the individual remains affiliated with their existing Member Federation for IPF eligibility purposes and may not represent the receiving federation or compete on its behalf. After completion of the IPF EC vote for the request for transfer, both member nations and athlete/official receive an email confirmation of approval/disapproval. Any applicable waiting periods and additional eligibility requirements must also be satisfied.
For clarification, IPF By-Law 15.7 separately permits athletes residing abroad to participate in national competitions with written permission from their existing National Member Federation (as guest lifters). Such participation does not constitute an approved transfer or authorization to represent the host federation. We encourage Member Nations to contact the office@powerlifting.sport , IPF Secretary-General, or IPF Assistant Secretary-General whenever there is uncertainty regarding an individual's transfer or eligibility status.

The official transfer process is available at:
https://www.powerlifting.sport/rules/codes/info/transfer-to-another-ipf-federation

3. Recommended Membership Application Safeguards
To support Member Nations in administering these requirements, we would once again like to recommend incorporating additional eligibility declarations into national membership applications and membership renewal procedures.
We suggest the following questions for consideration:
A. Previous or Current Federation Membership
"Are you currently, or have you ever been, a member of another IPF-affiliated National Member Federation? If yes, please identify the federation, your dates of membership, and your current membership status."
B. Pending Investigations, Suspensions, or Sanctions
"Are you currently subject to any formal investigation, disciplinary proceedings, suspension, or sanction involving an IPF-affiliated federation, the IPF, or an applicable anti-doping authority, including matters involving anti-doping, disciplinary, administrative, or financial misconduct that may affect your membership eligibility or sporting integrity? If yes, please provide relevant details."
C. Transfer Authorization
"If you previously held membership in another IPF-affiliated National Member Federation, has your transfer been formally approved by your Member Nation’s Executive Committee? If yes, please confirm approval."   Approval would be your Member Nation EC submitting the IPF Transfer form with a recommendation of approval for a requested transfer.
These recommendations are intended to assist Member Nations in identifying potential eligibility concerns before accepting transferring individuals.
We emphasize that the disclosure of a pending investigation, allegation, or unresolved administrative or financial matter does not automatically establish misconduct or ineligibility.

Each matter should be assessed fairly, objectively, and in accordance with the applicable regulations, including the protection of personal and confidential information.
Member Nations should also be mindful of IPF By-Law 14.9.9, which restricts athlete transfers where an athlete is subject to an Anti-Doping Rule Violation or current disciplinary proceedings or sanctions.
These suggested application questions are not additional IPF requirements but recommended safeguards that Member Nations may adapt to their existing procedures and applicable national laws.

4. Incorporating IPF Requirements into National Membership Regulations
Under Article 4.1.1 of the IPF Constitution, National Member Federations are required to maintain governing documents and rules consistent with the IPF Constitution, By-Laws, regulations, circulars, and applicable decisions.
To further support compliance, we encourage Member Nations to review their existing membership regulations and consider expressly incorporating the following principles:
· Individuals may hold membership in only one IPF-affiliated National Member Federation at a time.
· Transfers of federation membership eligibility and national representation require completion of the official IPF transfer process and final IPF EC approval.
· Applicants should disclose previous federation membership and relevant eligibility restrictions.
· Membership applications involving transfers should be appropriately reviewed before acceptance.
· Deliberate misrepresentation, concealment of relevant eligibility restrictions, or circumvention of transfer procedures may be addressed under the federation's duly adopted disciplinary regulations.
We recognize that Member Nations operate under different national legal and administrative frameworks.

Accordingly, these recommended safeguards may be incorporated into existing membership regulations, policies, or other appropriate governing documents, without necessarily requiring amendments to a national Constitution or By-Laws.
Our intention is not to prescribe additional national regulatory obligations, but rather to encourage practical measures that promote consistency with existing IPF requirements while respecting the autonomy of each Member Nation.

Furthermore, IPF By-Law 12.3.8 requires Member Nations to maintain publicly accessible websites containing their applicable governing documents, membership requirements, and athlete eligibility information. We encourage Member Nations to ensure that these documents and procedures remain current and accessible to their members.

5. Compliance, Accountability, and Fair Disciplinary Procedures
We respectfully remind Member Nations that informing members of the following IPF By-Laws compliance related to IPF Member Nation membership and eligibility requirements may assist members with their understanding of the IPF By-Laws:
The IPF By-Laws establish procedures for addressing violations, including:
· IPF By-Law 15.9: Provides for possible suspension of up to 12 months and a fine of up to €250 for specified violations, including an athlete's participation in an event involving other countries without permission from their National Member Federation.
· IPF By-Law 15.16: Requires National Member and Regional Federations to recognize and enforce sanctions imposed by the appropriate IPF or IPF-recognized bodies.

These provisions are referenced for awareness and do not establish automatic penalties for every membership or transfer irregularity. Importantly, IPF By-Law 15.5 protects the right of athletes, officials, and Member Federations to be heard before disciplinary determinations are made. Member Nations also retain the authority to address membership-related misconduct under their own duly adopted governing documents and applicable national laws. Where authorized, appropriate measures may include disciplinary investigations, written warnings, fines, membership suspensions, or other proportionate corrective actions. We encourage federations to ensure that any such measures are supported by established rules and applied consistently, fairly, and with appropriate procedural safeguards. Our shared priority should be to prevent unintentional violations through clear communication and effective administrative procedures, while ensuring that any suspected non-compliance is addressed objectively and without prejudgment.

6. Our Shared Commitment to Good Governance
The IPF recognizes the significant efforts undertaken by our Member Nations in managing membership eligibility, facilitating transfers, and supporting the continued development of powerlifting. We appreciate that national federations may have different administrative structures, resources, and legal requirements. The recommendations outlined above are therefore offered as practical guidance to assist those wishing to strengthen their existing procedures.These recommendations do not amend the IPF Constitution or By-Laws, introduce additional mandatory transfer requirements, or diminish the authority of Member Nations to administer their internal affairs in accordance with applicable IPF rules. We respectfully encourage Member Nations to review their current procedures and share this reminder with their athletes, membership administrators, Executive Committee members, coaches, referees, and other relevant officials.Should any questions or uncertainties arise concerning individual membership or transfer eligibility, the office@powerlifting.sport , IPF Secretary-General or IPF Assistant Secretary-General remains available to provide clarification and assistance. Thank you for your continued cooperation and commitment to transparency, fairness, accountability, and the integrity of powerlifting worldwide. We look forward to continuing our work together in support of strong, effective, and consistent governance throughout the IPF community.


Sincerely,
Kimberly C. Walford
Assistant Secretary-General
International Powerlifting Federation


